
With your wonderful support we are able to deliver our Youth Off The 
Streets Mentoring Program which allows disadvantaged young people 

to connect with positive role models they otherwise may not have in  

their lives. 

Our mentors are adults from a variety of backgrounds who meet 

regularly with their mentee to offer the guidance; support and 

encouragement the young person needs to achieve their goals. 

Vanessa was completing her year 12 studies at Youth Off The Streets’ 

Step Up School and was particularly interested in getting her Provisional 

Licence. This would provide her with further opportunities in seeking 

employment, accessing tertiary education as well as transporting her 

family. However, unfortunately she did not have anyone who could help 

her complete her learner driving hours.

Vanessa was matched with long-time volunteer and mentor Norm Nolan. 

Norm jumped at the mentoring opportunity, and once a week for five 

months, Norm made the 90 minute trip from North Sydney to Merrylands 

to take Vanessa driving for a 2-3 hour lesson after school. 

During this time, Norm and Vanessa’s relationship grew significantly and 

has seen the two develop a strong communication and friendship. 

Since becoming a mentor, Norm has provided Vanessa with over 40hrs 

of driving experience as well as supporting her in her school studies, job 

seeking skills and general guidance. 

Recently Vanessa passed her Provisional Driver’s test on her first 

attempt! This is an amazing accomplishment, and a testament to the 
generosity, support and value that our mentors provide to our young 
people on a daily basis.
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We cannot 

provide these 

services without 

your help. 

Thanks so much 

for believing in
 

our young peop
le!
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“kids do not choose 
to be homeless...”

Father’s Word

Homelessness Persons’ Week is 
coming up next month, providing an 
opportunity for us to reflect on our 
work to combat youth homelessness 
and raise awareness of the issues 
facing young homeless people today.

I have seen many homeless kids 
throughout my 40 years of working 
with disadvantaged youths, and 
throughout that time one thing has 
always remained the same, kids do 
not choose to be homeless; it is their 
volatile circumstances at home that 
often drive them to the streets.

Make no mistake; it is a very difficult 
and stressful decision for a young 
person to make. The dangers on 
the streets are well known. The 
homeless young people that I talk to 
often tell me of friends or people they 
know being assaulted or tormented 
after sleeping rough on the streets.

Unfortunately there are still over 
44,000 young people under 25 years 
old that are homeless in Australia 
and the resources available to them 
have not been able to keep up with 
demand. 

Six out of every 11 young people 
who try to get into a refuge will be 
turned away, leaving them with no 
alternative but to try their luck on 
the streets. This really speaks to the 
level of demand and lack of funding 
that the sector faces. Tragically, our 
services are always in high demand 
and we need funding to continue 
their operation.

And that is where your support has 
helped.

With your help, we have been able 
to invest in our education programs 
and youth services, helping young 
people achieve their dreams through 
education. I’ve seen firsthand the 
value of education and how it can 
help transform young people’s lives, 
breaking the cycle of disadvantage. 
That is why Youth Off The Streets 
invests so heavily in the skills, 
capabilities and self-confidence of 
young people through education.

Through our education and outreach 
programs we are preventing kids 
from heading to the streets and 
developing negative behaviours. 

Instead we are providing them with 
an opportunity to transform their 
lives and live out their dreams, all 
thanks to people like you.



Sydney 
to 

Surfers
BIKE RIDE 

2016
Amazing 

effort  

kids!
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Ten young people from our Youth Off The Streets cycle 

club ‘Cycle of Courage’, and 6 other staff, participated in 

the Macsim Sydney to Surfers Bike Ride earlier this year. 

They raised funds for Youth Off The Streets by riding a total 

of 904km from Sydney to Surfers Paradise.

It was a great feat for the young people, supporters and 

staff involved. The young people who did the ride now 

know that they can accomplish seemingly impossible tasks 

through strength and determination.

These are some of the things our young people had to say:

“I was nervous when I first started riding because I didn’t 

know much. The last time I rode a bike was 3 years ago so 

I wasn’t sure about what to expect. I enjoyed the trainings 

because we got to meet the students from other Youth 

Off The Streets schools like Step Up and Chapel. It was 

an awesome way to bond. I was proud I finished the ride 

because I never thought I would be able to. I loved the 

ride because of the experience and support we got from 

everyone around us. On the last day I was extremely proud 

of what we achieved together.”  

– Michelle

“I was so amazed by the support from the other 

riders. They gave me tips on how to be a better rider 

and it helped me so much with overcoming the hills.  I 

didn’t like day one but I still carried on because of the 

encouragement from everyone including my team mates, 

our staff and the other riders. The last day was the best 

and so INSPIRING because I also got to lead all the packs 

into Seaworld with two of the Step Up students. We are 

much closer to Step Up and Chapel School students than 

what we were and that’s such a good feeling.” – Louise

Every young person has the potential to make a positive 
contribution to our world. Leaving a gift in your Will means 
we can continue to reach out to young people in need and 
help them to become active and valued members of their 
community.
All bequests, large and small, have the potential to change 
lives.
The Father Chris Riley Society has been established to 
honour the generosity of those who have pledged a gift in 

their Will to Youth Off The Streets.
Members of the Father Chris Riley 
Society receive invitations to special 
events, a unique pin and a certificate.
There is no cost or obligation 
associated with membership. 
For any enquiries please ring our 
Bequest Officer, Cheryl Johnstone on 02 9330 3530  
or email us at bequests@youthoffthestreets.com.au

A Gift That Lasts Longer Than A Lifetime



Thank you  

to all of our  

wonderful  

volunteers!
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Meet Bettina... 
National Volunteer Week was held in May and to celebrate the week, Youth 
Off The Streets sat down with Bettina, one of our long-service volunteers at 
Key College, to discuss her experience volunteering for Youth Off The Streets.

VOLUNTEER INTERVIEW 

Question: When did you first become involved with Youth 

Off The Streets?

Bettina: Around 2011, so about 5 years.

Question: What was the first service you volunteered for?

Bettina: Well, I first went for my interview at Youth Off 

The Streets and they told me they had a place at Key 

College, helping with the lunches, and that’s where I’ve 

been ever since. I assist in the kitchen, talk to the kids 

and I am there for support.

Question:  What was it about Key College that made you 

want to commit to doing it consistently?

Bettina: The kids and at the time Lyn (staff member) 

was there and we got on really well. It was a good 

environment, but mostly for the kids. 

Question: What is the most important thing you have 

learned while volunteering?

Bettina: I’ve learned not to be judgemental and not to 

judge by sight. The roughest kids are the softest. On my 

first day I was really nervous, I don’t have children of my 

own and I didn’t know how I was going to go.  I walked 

in and saw there were few kids there and I didn’t know 

what to do. I saw that it was a beautiful day outside, so I 

put everything out on platters and took it outside for the 

kids. A 17 year old boy with tattoos asked me if I was the 

one responsible for taking all the food outside for them, 

I said yes and he said I was a ‘legend’ (laughs). It was 

great. Then I noticed a few of the kids were smoking and 

throwing their cigarettes on the ground, it was my first day 

so I didn’t want to be pushy but I asked them if they didn’t 

mind using the ashtray, they were very good about it and 

even said ‘she seems nice’ to the other kids. 

Question: Do you have any ideas of what could be done 

to further assist young people?

Bettina: It would be good if we could have more staff to 

support young people. When our young people first come 

to the school, it takes a  

couple of months for them to 

settle in, mid-year they start to feel comfortable and the 

place starts feeling like a home to them. Then we have a 

beautiful graduation for them and they’re off. It is a shame 

that they can’t still be held for another year because 

they’re at that time where they need support. Key college 

is a base for them. What they need is more continuous 

support. 

Question: The theme for National Volunteer Week this 

year is ‘Give Happy, Live Happy’. Do you think giving your 

time and volunteering can make your life better and make 

you happier?

Bettina: Yes, definitely. It’s a good feeling and the kids 

do actually listen to me sometimes (laughs).  Becoming 

a volunteer has made me get more people involved. I’m 

involved in a choir and have gotten them involved, they 

have donated toys to the kids and it’s very satisfying. 

From the start I introduced the giving of soft toys to the 

kids. I always get pleasure when they receive them. I 

gave a 17 year old boy with the tattoos a teddy bear and 

he sat with it in his arms while he did his studies in the 

afternoon, and the next time I saw him he said he slept 

with the bear last night, from then on I got daily updates 

of the bear! I told him that when he felt sad all he needed 

to do is hug his bear. He went on to write a project about 

me where he talked about the bear and how he always 

felt better after speaking to me. So that’s why I do it.

Question: Do you have a favourite quote or piece of 

advice that you live by or that you wish you could’ve told 

your younger self?

Bettina: ‘It will get better’–  

so that’s what I tell the  

young ones, it will get better.



Thank 
you!

Chasing her dreams
Sarah came to Youth Off The Streets seven years ago 

when she was just 16 and living in a refuge. 

Despite her disadvantages, she was determined to go 

back to school. Sarah enrolled at her local high school 

but the Principal denied her entry and referred her to 

us, here, at Youth Off The Streets – and we are so glad 

they did!

Sarah started year 10 at our Chapel School and went 

on to finish her HSC through our Step Up program. 

She then studied Youth Work at TAFE. 

There was a staff opening within Youth Off The Streets 

as a casual youth worker and Sarah jumped at the 

opportunity to apply for it. After her first interview she 

was hired and has been working three days a week 

since March this year.

She feels so passionate about supporting other young 

people who need a helping hand – young people 

who were once in her shoes. But now that she has 

achieved this goal she is already well on her way to 

reaching her lifelong dream. 

Sarah said her “biggest achievement since starting 

with Youth Off The Streets was applying for the 

Police Force”. She never thought she would have this 

opportunity but with the support of donors like you she 

was given the confidence to chase her dream.

Soon she will sit her exams to be accepted into the 

Police Force. 

Good luck Sarah, we know you can do it! 

We believe in you!
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Making a difference

From our Inner West 
Youth Homelessness 

Service:

One young 
person has 

applied to STUDY 
Nursing at 

University

Two kids  
have secured 

MEDIUM TERM 

housing

From our scholarship 
program:

One young 
person completed  

his Certificate III in  
HEALTH 

Services
One young 

person  

 is involved in supporting 
the Aboriginal community 
as a youth ambassador 

and has RECEIVED 
AN award  

from the Governor General 
of NSW for her efforts

From our drug and 
alcohol rehabilitation 

service:

One young 
person has 

OVERCOME her 

drug ADDICTION, 
moved back home with 
her family and has been 
accepted into TAFE

One young 
person has 

successfully  
reintegrated into 

school

From our education 
programs:

Three students 
have been 

SELECTED 
for school-based 
apprenticeships in  

Aged Care

One student 
was awarded 

early commencement 
for Certificate II in 

Construction

Ten students  

VOLUNTEER 
weekly at the RSPCA 

You are the reason we can celebrate the successes of our young people; your incredible gifts are 
providing life-changing support. These are just some ways you are making a difference:

*You’ll understand that although we are immensely proud of the young people we work with; we have huge respect for their privacy, and change their names and photos for their protection.
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Merchandise
Father’s books, stationery and eGifts are 
available to purchase online through our 
eStore. Visit www.youthoffthestreets.
com.au/shop/

In Memoriam & Celebration 
Create an online tribute and/or 
celebration page for donations in lieu of 
flowers or gifts. Just register online at

www.youthoffthestreets.com.au/
support-us/in-memoriam  or

www.youthoffthestreets.com.au/
support-us/in-celebration  

You are welcome to request donation 
envelopes for a funeral service

Volunteer
Call Lynette on 02 9330 3515, or 
visit www.youthoffthestreets.com.
au/support-us/volunteer-main/
volunteer-near-you

Give a regular gift
Become a Street Lights Partner by 
giving a regular monthly gift.  
Call 1800 062 288

Youth Off The Streets Speakers
Would you like to have a Youth Off The 
Streets speaker present at your next 
Rotary, Probus, Lions Club meeting? 

Our presenters give a real insight to the 
organisation and the work of Father 
Chris Riley and his team. We present 
in the Sydney or Greater Sydney 
area. Please ring Cheryl Johnstone 
02 9330 3530 to book in a date.

Fundraise for us
Host your very own fundraising event 
for us. 
Call Romy on 02 9330 3517 or visit 
www.youthoffthestreets.com.au/
support-us/run-a-fundraiser

Support our Op Shops
In Bowral, Cessnock, Maitland and 
Singleton. Call 02 9721 5700 

Donate today
Call 1800 062 288
or visit www.youthoffthestreets.com.
au/donate

#laceitup for homeless youth this winter
All it takes is 60 seconds to swap your 
shoelaces for the limited edition Youth 
Off The Streets blue laces as part of the 
#laceitup campaign this Winter. 

You have the luxury of putting on a pair of shoes and tying your laces 
each day, homeless youth aren’t so lucky; instead they are forced  
to sleep with their shoes on at night to keep warm and ready to run  
from harm.

Purchase your laces at www.laceitup.com.au

Get creative, take a photo and share with the hashtag #laceitup during 
Homeless Persons Week August 1-7

Youth Off The Streets Winter Sleepout 2016
Holding a Sleepout at your school, 
community group or with friends is the 
perfect way to experience the harsh reality of 
homelessness that more than 47,000 young 
people face every night in Australia.

It is a simple event to plan yet it provides a 
very powerful and real insight into youth homelessness.

Register now at www.everydayhero.com.au/event/
youthoffthestreetssleepout or for more information please email 
events@youthoffthestreets.com.au or phone us on (02) 9330 3500. 

WHAT’S ON 2016  

Youth Off The Streets Gala Dinner
Date: Saturday 6 August 2016

Venue: The Four Seasons Hotel, Sydney

Bookings online at youthoffthestreets.com.
au/event/galadinner or phone 02 9330 3500 

WIN a Toyota Corolla Ascent Sport 5 Door 
Hatch in our Gold Raffle. Buy tickets online at 
trybooking.com/211052

The Sun Herald City2Surf 2016
Date: Sunday August 14, 2016  

Take part in the world’s largest run (or walk 
if you wish) while generously fundraising for 
Youth Off The Streets. For more information or 
to enter visit www.city2surf.com.au.

Blackmores Sydney Running Festival
Date: Sunday 18 September 2016

Choose between the Family Fun run, 
Bridge Run, Half Marathon and a Marathon. 
If you would like to fundraise for Youth 
Off The Streets Register online at www.
sydneyrunningfestival.com.au 

Eden Gardens Morning Tea 
Date: Wednesday 26 October at 10am

Venue: Eden Gardens, 307 Lane Cove Rd,  
(cnr Fontenoy Rd) Macquarie Park. 

Hear Father Chris Riley speak, meet our 
young people and enjoy morning tea at the 
beautiful Eden Gardens. For bookings contact 
Eden Gardens on (02) 9491 9976 or email 
events@edengardens.com.au

Youth Off The Streets Presentation Night
A special evening where we celebrate the 
achievements of the kids from across our 
services.

Date: Friday 25 November at 7:30pm

Venue: Bankstown Sports Club

RSVP by phone (02) 9330 3500 or email 
info@youthoffthestreets.com.au

Get Involved


